
Professor Tan Eng Chye

5 Apr 2021

Xiamen University 
Centenary Celebrations

University Mission in a 
Post-Covid World



2

Contents
• Complex and inter-related challenges
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3Digitalisation in all domains of living

4th Industrial RevolutionWicked Problems

Lifelong Learning



ü Make our graduates agile and adaptable, and 
effective problem solvers

ü Adept at solving problems by integrating knowledge and skills from 
several disciplines;
ü Problem-based pedagogy with focus on experiential learning;

ü Lifelong learners, able to learn and enhance their knowledge and 
competencies throughout their lives

ü Position NUS graduates well for the post-COVID world

ü Deliver an education that is truly transformative 
and closely aligned with industry needs

ü Infuse interdisciplinarity at all levels of education 
at NUS 4

What We Need to Do



Experiential Learning
ü Work and learning are intertwined

ü Co-ops, internships, 
apprenticeships

ü Messy but engaging real-world 
environments

ü Immersive technologies 
ü Virtual reality

ü Augmented reality

ü Mixed reality
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Foo Jiann Wui
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Inter-Disciplinary Learning
Experiential, Collaborative and Problem-based 

Learning
D

om
ai

n 
K

no
w

le
dg

e

D
om

ai
n 

K
no

w
le

dg
e

D
om

ai
n 

K
no

w
le

dg
e

: Common Curriculum, 
General Education modules, elective programmes

Broad Intellectual Foundation

Synthesis

Integration

Originality

Creativity



Diverse learning pathways

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS

18/21yo, 3-4.5y degree

Come back for CET

Mature student



Lifelong Learners (L3)
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Start 
degree

Finish 
degree

~20 ~24 ~70

Continuous 
education

~30 ~40

New Education Model at NUS:  A 20-year Commitment


